Direct drive capsule implosions are being developed on the Orion laser [1] at AWE as a platform for ICF and HED physics experiments. The Orion facility is configured with 10 long pulse (ns) beams and two additional PW (ps) beams, which make it well suited for studying the physics of alternative ignition approaches. Orion implosions also provide the opportunity to study aspects of polar direct drive [2], with particular relevance to configurations being explored for direct drive shock ignition at LMJ [3] .
